proceeding. Various vegetable and animal substances were submitted to the action of these digestive fluids, at the ordinary temperature of the atmosphere, and the constant result in all the instances has been that all these substances have been resolved into their elementary organic globules. There has been no exception to this, so far as the experiments have extended, and these include, amongst vegetable substances, the artificial digestion of boiled cauliflower, of bread, and of vermicelli, not dressed; and, amongst animal substances, the white of egg boiled, the coagulum of blood, butter, fat, the muscular fibre of mutton, and of fish boiled and raw, filaments of the sciatic nerve raw, and scrapings of bone. The products of these artificial digestions, especially of the vegetable substances, compared with chyme taken from a dog which had been feeding upon ground oats, were very much alike, except that the watery part had been removed from the chyme. It is therefore reasonable to conclude, that the process VOL. IV. NO. VII. U
physiological researches, has been led to the conclusion that the process of nutrition as well as of secretion is performed by capillaries in a state of stasis. The capillaries on the surface of a granulating ulcer are in this state. This form of stasis of the blood in the capillaries, which, in contradistinction to other forms, may be termed dynamic stasis, is not a passive but an active state of these vessels, entirely independent of the heart, but dependent upon their own innervation, or that of the organs to which they belong. Dr 
